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Get these dates on your calendar NOW!

The next two annual LCJE-NA conferences

April 26-28, 2004 in Toronto, Canada;

March 7-9, 2005 in San Francisco, CA.
Dallas Conference Warm Despite Icy Weather


Dallas – The 20th annual LCJE North America conference was held at the historic First Baptist Church in downtown Dallas February 24-26, 2003. Soon after the conference was called to order with the ceremonial blowing of the shofar by Rev. Fred Klett, former LCJE-NA coordinator, a freezing rain began to fall on Dallas. A night of sleet left streets coated with ice virtually shutting down the city. Nonetheless the conference went forward with only a few of the local registrants unable to make their way to the conference site on the second day. 


Jim Sibley, coordinator of Jewish Ministries for the Southern Baptist Convention’s North American Mission Board (NAMB), welcomed the 70 registrants with a brief history of the long ministry of First Baptist’s pastor, W. A. Criswell highlighting Criswell’s love of the Jewish people and his firm commitment to taking the Gospel of their Messiah to them. Under Sibley’s leadership a number of messianic congregations have been planted in the USA. Several of those congregational leaders were in attendance for the first time at this LCJE-NA conference representing congregations in Oklahoma, St. Louis, and Chicago.


Dr. Kai Kjaer-Hansen, LCJE’s international director from Denmark, delivered a report which included an invitation for all involved in Jewish evangelism to attend the every-fourth year international LCJE conference to be held in Helsinki, Finland August 7-12, 2003. Elections of national coordinators in North America, Latin America, Europe, Japan, Israel, and Australia/New Zealand take place at the International conferences. 

Dr. Kjaer-Hansen also presented a paper on the early 19th century missionary work of John Nicholayson, a Dane, in Jerusalem. Several other papers on Jewish believers, their lives and ministries dating from as early as the 1700s, were presented. Dr Rich Robinson spoke on Hermann Warszawiak who ministered at the end of the 19th century. Judah Monis, possibly the first American Jewish believer in the 18th century, was the subject of a paper presented by Sibley. 

A biblical paper on a description of a Jewish evangelist taken from a study of the Book of Acts by Dr. Barry Leventhal, of Southern Evangelical Seminary, Charlotte, NC, highlighted the vitality of the scriptural witness in the early days of the church. This biblical witness is a model for those who are taking the Gospel to the Jewish people of today, Leventhal said.

A video titled “Joined Together?” on the subject of mixed marriages between Jews and gentiles and approaches which can be used evangelistically with this growing number of couples was presented by the video’s director/producer, who lives in the Los Angeles area. Tuvya Zaretsky, whose doctoral work is centered on the topic of intermarriage where one partner is Jewish, presented a report of his findings as well. Over 50% of Jews in America are married to non-Jews, Zaretsky pointed out. The video is available through Chosen People Ministries, New York (www.chosenpeople.com). 


Susan Perlman, communications director for Jews for Jesus, focused in her media report on several areas from the past year: the Jewish-Roman Catholic statement on the lack of need to take the Gospel to Jews which came out in August 2002, reports in the media on demographics of Jews in the US, and write-ups which appeared about JFJ’s five-year “Behold Your God” campaign being conducted in all major cities of the world with Jewish populations of over 25,000, both those favorable and those written by anti-missionary groups. 

Derek Leman, author and pastor of Hope of David congregation in Atlanta, reported on “What are Jewish Gen-Xers Saying?” which gave insight into the spiritual trends among those under 30 today with suggestions on how to ministry among them effectively.


Reports from the field were received from: David Rothstein with an update on “Behold Your God” campaign for 2003; Vladimir Pikman who oversees work in Europe from his Berlin headquarters; and, the work of congregational plants under the Southern Baptist Convention ministry.


Dr. David Sedaca, second-generation Jewish believer and pastor from Argentina and director of the International Messianic Jewish Alliance (IMJA) in Virginia Beach, VA, traced the history of Jewish evangelism being done through messianic congregations. He concluded that in past generations Jewish evangelism was a higher priority than among some of today’s messianic congregational leaders. Sedaca suggested that better training in evangelism for congregational leaders of messianic congregation be incorporated in their pastoral preparations. 


So in spite of ice and cold, the 2003 LCJE-NA conference found a warm place of gathering at First Baptist Church Dallas in good fellowship and sharing. For this we thank our God and Father of our Lord Yeshua haMashiach. 

